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I  li  T  R  0  D  U  C  T  I  0  N 

Roughly  dating  fron  the  NATO  Heads,  of  C-overnent  nccting  in  Paris  in 
Deccnber  19?7,  the  subject  of  atonic  weapons  for  the  new  "'Test  C-ernan  amy 
has  been  increasingly  discussed,  ^"Icst   Gernan  preoccupation  with  the 
possibility  nay  be  considered  to  have  reached  its  zenith  v.i.th  the  Bundestag 
debates  April  20-25,  1956.  Following  the  parlianontary  debates,  which 
ended  in  the  governncnt  parties  successfully  putting  the  neasurc  through, 
various  novenents  were  instituted  to  vfhip  up  Tfcst  Gernan  popular  sentinent 
against  the  equipping  of  the  ''"est  Gernan  amy  with  such  weapons  by  denanding 
a  popular  refercndun. 

In  order  to  deternine  public  opinion  on  the  issue  of  atonic  weapons, 
and  in  order  to  obtain  an  idea  of  how  any  referendun  night  turn  out,  a 
nur.bcr  of  questions  were  inserted  into  a  public  opinion  survey  of  the 
TJcst  Gernan  adult  population  T.-hich  took  place  fron  April  28th  through 
::ay  15 th,  19$e.  A  randon  probability  sanple  of  92?  people,  l3  years  of  age 
and  over,  v;ere  interviewed  by  DIVO,  ilarktforschung  -  :!einungsforschung  - 
Sozialforschung,  GnbH,  Frankfurt  an  liin/Bad  Godesbcrg, 


■p.-ro-thirds  of  the  ''"est  Gernan  population  is  opposed  to  the  presence  of 
rtonic  Tfcr.pons  in  '"est  Gcrnany  -  rccardlcss  of  whether  they  are.  in  the  pos- 
scscion  of  the  U.S.  Arny  or  the  nev;  ".'est  Gernan  /irny.  Kence,  the  apparent 
rise  in  opposition  to  the  stationing  of  such  weapons  by  the  U.  S.  in 
"est  Gerr.any  is  not  really  an  in:acation  cf  rising  anti-Anericanisn. 

A  majority  favors  holding  a  referendun  on  the  is rue,  v;hilc  only  two 
out  of  ten  vrant  to  abide  by  the  Dundestag  decision  in  favor  of  atorlc  Tfcapons 
for  the  3vindes;7ehr. 

If  the  referendun  vcre  held,  three-fourths  of  the.  population  '.Tould  vote, 
T.'ith  seven  out  of  ten  ballots  cast  rcpisterinr  opposition  to  atonic  arnanents. 
Attitudes  on  the  referendun  issue  are  a  reflection  of  basic  attitudes  on 
atonic  vreapens  for  the  Ev-ndesv-'ehr, 

Despite  attitudes  on  the  atonic  T.-eapons  question,  the  relative  strengths 
of  the  political  parties  are  unch'.ni;-ed.  The  CDU/CSU  still  leads  the  SPD  by 
the  sane  narcin  it  enjoyed  in  Februrj-y  1956,  Of  possible  interest  for  the 
future,  hc-'TCVcr,  is  the  observation  that  CDu/C^U  adherents  "i7crc  split  on  the 
atonic  arns  issues,  r;hile  SID  :ind  rDI  partisans  rrere  overvrhelningly  opposed. 


Section  I  -  The  Attitude  Towards  Atonic  Tcapons 
CONSIDERABLE  RISE  IN  OPPOSITION  TC  FERilTTIrD  U.S.  FORCES  TO  HAVE 

ATomc  iiuiPom  in  cmvAm 

The  latest  public  opinion  survey  records  a  considerable  rise  in  the 
level  of  opposition  to  .Incrican  forces  stationing  of  atonic  rreapons  in 
7rest  Gernany.  Vihile  a  rise  in  such  opposition  could  already  be  noted  in 
August  of  195S,    the  further  rise  in  opposition  to  the  presence  of  atomic 
weapons  is  a  drastic  one, 

Tlie  proportion  in  opposition  in  19Uli  and  in  1955  I'.'ss  around  four  out 

of  ten  (39^  and  then  h$%) .     At  the  present  tine,  hov/ever,  tvro  out  of  three 

(65fi)  in  the  general  population  say  they  are  opposed  to  /inerican  troops  - 

even  v/hen  they  are  described  as  liATO  troops  -  storing  their  atonic  iveapons 

in  C-emany. 

"As  you  knoT.'j  Ancrica  has  had  atonic  v/eapons  for  sone 
tine.  Are  you  for  or  against  pernitting  Anerican 
I^IATO  troops  to  store  their  atonic  T.'capons  in  Gernany?" 

April  1951;-^-  April  1955--  '"est  Gernany 


(6lH) 

(9iiO) 

(927) 

For 

'"   3<< 

30?^ 

16,^ 

Against 

39    . 

ii5 

65 

Don't  Care 

7 

No  opinion 

26 

25 

12 

The  question,  during  the  earlier  periods ^  ivas  rrorded 
as  folloT's: 

For  sone  tine  Anerica  has  had  atonic  vreapons  stationed 
here  in  Tfest  Gernany  such  as  cannons  vfith  atonic  shells 
and  renote-controlled  carrier  planes  ivith  atonic  weapons, 

"Do  you  approve  of  ;inerica  having  stationed 
atonic  vfeapons  here  in  \'iest   Gernany,  or 
don't  you  approve?" 


-  1 


r.'O  OUT  OF  THREE  .".LSC  OPPOSE  ^TOIIC  V;R-a^ONS  FOR  THE  GERLL.!.'  AR:T 

The  recorded  rise  in  opposition  to  atonic  vrcapons  for  the  .Vnerican 

forces  is  clearly  not  a  rise  in  anti-Anericanisn,  but  rather  a  rise  in 

opposition  to  atonic  arnancnts,  since  the  opposition  to  atonic  weapons  for 

the  German  arny  is  fully  as  strong  as  the  opposition  to  such  vrcapons  for 

the  ^ncrican  arny.  T'-vo  out  of  three  in  '"est  Gerr.my  (67%)   say  that  they 

are  opposed  to  the  Bundeswehr  having  atonic  v/capons  -  a  percentage 

renarkably  close  to  that  presented  above. 

"'.\s  you  knov7,  there  is  nuch  discussion  at  the  noncnt 
over  questions  of  atonic  energy.  In  your  opinion, 
should  our  /irray  be  equipped  v.-ith  atonic  \ifcapons  or 
not?" 


Test  Gcrnany 
(927) 

Yes.,    should  be  equipped  v«ith 

atonic  v;eapons 
LIo,    should  not  be  equipped  vdth 

atonic  v/eapons 

2  Of, 
67 

IIo  opinion 

13 

2   - 


FIVE  OUT  OF  EIGHT  SUFPORTING  .'.TO'/IC  Yj-Er-JOIC  FOR  BUI-nDEST.EHR  ALSO  FAVOR 
SUCK  ^.TJiFONS  FOR  THE  U.S.  FORCES.... 

TiTHILE  SEVEN  OUT  OF  EIGHT  OPPOSED  TO  ;.T0i3G  YJE^iPONS  FOR  BUJJDESV.EHR  ALSO 
OPPOSE  the;  FOR  THE  U.S.  ;JIIIY.... 


r.Tiile  in  general,  those  who  support  atonic  arnanents  for  the 
Bundeswehr  also  support  then  for  the  Anerican  forces  in  Gcrnany,  and 
those  v.'ho  oppose  such  vrcapons  for  the  one  also  oppose  then  for  the  other, 
such  is  not  alvrays  the  case. 

Those  v;ho  are  opposed  to  atonic  v;capons  for  the  Gernan  amy  are  nuch 

nore  consistent  in  their  attitudes  than  are  those  who  favor  atonic  vrcapons 

for  their  ovm  arnj''.  .'-.nong  those  who  oppose  atonic  weapons,  seven  out  of 

eight  (86^)  also  oppose  then  for  the  U.S.  arny,  T*ile  anong  those  v/ho  say 

that  they  favor  then  for  the  Gernan  arny  sone  five  out  of  eight  (637-)  also 

favor  such  weapons  for  the  /jierican  It.TO  forces  in  Gernany. 

"As  you  knov.',  there  is  nuch  discussion 
at  the  nonent  over  questions  of  atonic 
"Are  you  for  or  against  energy.  In  your  opinion,  should  our 

pernitting  Anerican  NATO  troops     Arny  be  equipped  v/ith  atonic  weapons 
to  store  their  atonic  weapons       or  not?" 
in  Gernany?" 

Yes,  equipped  I  Jo,  not  equipped  Ifo  opinion 


(ib9) 

(622) 

■        (116) 

For 

63^ 

h% 

7% 

•■r-o-inst 

25 

86 

20 

Don'-u  ^-_-^ 

6 

k 

20 

lo  opinion 

6' 

6 

53 

Tm% 

100^ 

TUD^ 

3  - 


Section  II  -  The  Rcferendun  Issue 

IV.JORITr  F:.VC5FtS  HOLDIiC  OF  RUD^t^IDU: !  -  OlILY  2  OUT  OF  10  ".OUU)  ACCEPT 
BUfroESLX  D2CISI0IJ 

Vhen  presented  v/ith  a.   card  containing  these  three  alternatives: 

a)  The  Bundestag,  v/hich  is  elected  by  the  people,  has  decided  to  equip 

the  ."jTiy  vdth  atonic  vreapons;  v/e  nust  accept  this  decision 

b)  On  such  a  vital  issue  as  equipping  the  .\rny  vdth  atonic  vfeapons,  the 

people  should  definitely  have  the  right  to  state  their  opinion 

c)  If  all  other  neans  fail  to  prevent  the  planned  atonic  arnanent  of  the 

."irny,  i  general  strike  should  be  called 

a  majority  of  the  sanple  (58fO  chose  the  second  alternative,  the  refercndunj 

The  issue  had  so  aroused  the  population  that  only  tA7o  out  of  ten  {22%) 
agreed  vdth  the  proposal  that  the  Bundestag  as  the  elected  representatives 

of  the  people  had  nadc  a  decision  v/hich  all  should  nov:  accept. 


The  third  alternative,  that  a  general  strike  should  be  the  ulti.-iate 

recourse  if  all  other  neans  fail  to  halt  the  atonic  nrning  of  the  arny,  v/as 

chosen  by  fewer  than  one  out  of  ten  (7'/). 

"During  the  debate  over  atoinic  arnanents  for  the  ^Irny, 
the  follovdng  opinions  vrcre  voiced:   (G.JID) 
Please  tell  ne  with  v/hich  statencnt  you  agree  the  nost." 

Test  Gernany 

— (?m — 

A  -  The  Bundestag,  r/hich  is  elected 
by  the  people,  has  decided  to 
equip  the  Arn;/-  vdth  atonic 
vfeapons;  v/c  nust  accept  this 
decision  22;:^ 

E  -  On  Guch  a  vital  issue  as  equipping 
the  Arny  vdth  atonic  v;eapons,  the 
people  should  definitely  have  the 
right  to  state  their  opinion         $8 

C  -  If  all  other  neans  fail  to  prevent 

the  planned  atonic  arnanent  of  the 
^j-ny,  a  general  strike  should  be 
called  7 

No  opinion  13 


TTOf. 


h  ' 


;.TTITUDES  ON  RZFIP.2;ffiU:;  I35UZ  -.  REFLECTIOIJ  OF  .'vTIITUDES  Oil  .ITOIIC 


"Tncn  t;c  exardne  the  attitudes  on  the  referondun  issue  according  to 
indiT.ri duals"  pinion  concerning  atonic  v'eapons  for  the  Bundcsi.Tchr,  it  is 
readily  seen  that  a  definite  relationship  betvreen  the  tuo  exists.   Three 
out  of  four  make  their  position  quite  clear, 

.InoP-c  those  who  do  not  vant  the  Gcrr.an  an-.y  to  'cc  equipped  v.-ith 
atonic  vrcapons,  75p  v:ould  like  the  right  to  vote  on  the  issue  despite  the 
decision  of  the  Bundestag.  Understanding  their  basic  position  on  the  issue, 
it  is  easy  to  speculate  as  to  t-hy  they  v.'ould  like  the  right  to  vote  upon  it 
-  and  of  CQiorse,  vjhich  "iTay  they  '.vould  vote. 

On  the  other  hand,  anong  those  ■i.'hc  are  in  favor  of  atonic  v.'capons  for 

the  zrny,   a  sinilar  propcrticn  (77f"/  arc  Trilling  to  accept  the  Bundestag 

decision  ^  since  it  agrees  rrith  their  o>7n.' 

"In  your  opinion,  should  our  .'iTny  be 
"Please  tell  :?.e  vrith  equipped  vath  atonic  Treapons  or  not?" 

TThich  statement  you 
agree  the  nost."  Yes,  equipped  -lo,  not  equipped  LJo  opinion 


(IB?) 

(622) 

■"TiTSl 

;.. 

Accept  Beci 

sicn 

77:' 

6r 

22=' 

B. 

Referendun 

20 

7? 

22 

G. 

Strike 

1 

11 

_ 

No  opinion 

2 

8 

56 

im-' 

im 

1^ 

5- 


IF  REFrREIDU::  HELD:  THREE  OUT  OF  FOUR  S..Y  THEY  •..■QULD  VOTE,  ■.  ITII  SEVEN- 
TEirn-Ib  OF  THE  R;LL0TS  0P/05I1JG  ,-.To:ic  .K.-.-.'.'Ems 

Three-quarters  of  the  population  (76^-)  say  that  they  vrould  take  part 
in  a  referendun  should  one  be  held  by  the  Bundestag  or  one  of  the  Landtags. 
..  tenth  (9^)  say  they  are  not  certain  r/hat  they  would  do,  v.'hile  the  rcnain- 
ing  1^%   say  that  they  vrould  stay  hone  and  not  vote  should  there  be  a 
referendun. 

That  Q^fi,   therefore,  i/hich  indicated  that  they  cither  v.'ould  or  nipht 

take  part  in  the  balloting  vrcre  then  asked  horr  they  would  vote  at  that  tine. 

Seven  out  of  the  ten  (705^)  T/ho  night  conceivably  take  part  ansr/cred  that  they 

v-'ould  vote  against  atonic  arnancnts  for  the  Gernan  arny,  irhile  less  than 

two-tenths  (l6r^)  would  support  the  neasuro, 

"At  the  nonent,  the  Bundestag  and  the  Landtars  arc 
considering  \7hothGr  the  people  should  be  asked  in 
a  kind  of  reftrendim  for  tlieir  opinion  on  eqiupping 
the  .'jrny  vdth  atonic  zrco.'jor\s .     In  case  such  rei- 
crondir.i  were  held,  rould  you  vote  or  rrould  you  stay 
hone?" 

Test  Gernany 

— jyrn — 


^;ould  vote 
Would  stay  hone 
No  opinion 

76^ 

15 

9 

'IF  "Vfould  vote"  or  "IIo  opinion": 

■'.iould  you  vote  for  or  a[,:ainst  equipping 
atonic  v;f  apons?" 

'■'est 

the  ;jrny  v.lth 
Gernany 

Total  Population    Ballots  Cast 

For  atonic  arnanent            .13;"^ 
Against  atonic  arnanent         60 
Y.'ould  cast  an  invalid  ballot      1 
No  opinion                    11 

16;-; 

70 

1 

13 

=          wy;. 

-  6  - 


SHOULD  HLFSRII-roUI:  BE  HELD:      OFPOIENTS  OF  ATOMIC  \^iPONS  IIORE  LIKELY  TO 
VOTE,   A!ID  VOTE  AGAIIIST  PROPOSAL,    TKAN  SUPPORTERS  ARE  TO  TURN  OUT,    OR  TO 
VOTE  FOR  SUCH  T:e:iP0I\1S 


Hot  only  are  opponents  of  atoriic  -vvea-Jons  for  the   Bundesvrehr  nore 

niinerous  than  supporters,   but  they  appear   to  be  nore  cohesive  -  at  least 

on  the  prospect  of  a  refcrendun.      Ey  cross- tabulating*  the  replies  concerning 

ho\.'  they  r-'ould  vote  by  their  basic  attitude   on  the   subject  of  atonic  vfeapons, 

we   see   that  91f^  of  the  opponents   of  atonic  vfeapons  vifould  be  likely  to  vote, 

as  against  but  72/"  of  the  supporters  of  atonic  arnancnts. 

"In  your  opinion,    should  our  Arny  be  equipped  rrith 
atonic  weapons  or  not?" 

Yes,    eqvupped     No,   not  equipped     No  opinion 

— uw) uj^ — ' rn^^^ — 

Likely  to 

Likely  to  vote  12^,  91%  W 

'■'ould  stav  hone  28  9  2k 

Tuof-  ijy^^  "ins?' 

The  solidity  of  those  opposing  ato^iic  weapons  is   further  to  be  noted 

in  their  greater  tendency  to  vote  against  such  arnanents,    than  supporters 

of  the  idea  are  to  vote  for  then, 

"In  ;/our  opinion,    should  our  .'irny  be  equipped  v.'ith 
atonic  Yfeapons  or  not?"    (Opinions  of  likely  voters:) 

"^^ould  you  vote  for   or  against 
equipping  the  Arny  T;ith  atonic     Yes,   equipood     iJo,   not  equipped     No  opinion 
v;eapons?"  0327" (^63)  ' ~TBF5 

For  52%  1%  Q% 

Against  5  93  26 

Invalid  1  11 

No  opinion  9  $  6$ 

loof:  im^,  100,5; 


Section  TIT  «  ..to-dc  .  .-pens  and  rolitcal  Party  Strengths 

S'31EI3GTH  Or  POLITIC.'.L  r.l.llIZ   U;:CIL.;rEO 

Vlicthcr  it  is  norc  correct  to  say  that  the  relative  strcncths  of  the 
political  parties  has  renr.ined  unchanged  despite  the  controversy  over 
atonic  v/eapons,  or  whether  one  should  say  that  political  party  strengths 
do  not  j'-et  reflect  chances  being  engendered  by  the  controversy  cannot  be 
attenpted  at  this  tine.  Hoivever,  one  thing  is  certain  fron  the  ficures 
below;  nanely,  the  percentages  of  the  population  desicnatinc  their  party 
preferences  shor;  no  significant  chances  since  February  1952. 

"■■'ould  you  please  tell  ne  which  party  you  like  the  best?" 


•IPD 

Feb.   195B 
■     (liol) 
23;' 

i:arch  195c 
(1W9)  ■ 
21;^: 

27.1 

CDU/CSU 

36 

36 

35 

FDP 

6 

3 

h 

Other  parties 

5 

3 

3 

Unkno-iTn 

(undecided, 

refusals,   etc) 

30 

3h 

31 

GPD,  FD?   .iDHaiE::TS-0\TR..IEL;  JIJGLY  Oi^rOSZ.D  TO  .iTOJEEG  "^11-0113  rOR  THE  .-JUY. 
-i'..VOR  ..  KLFHtLlIDTT: ;. . . . 

cDu/csu  :.dhfre:^t5  -  divided  oii  ron:  i:::ues 


As  the  folloT/inr:  tabulr.tions  shov/,  enotional  opposition  to  equipping 
the  arrvj  vith  atonic  rxapons  is  so  stronr  th.-:t  even  anoni:  those  rfho   call 
themselves  CDTj/C3U  a.iherents  there  is  considerable  doubt  as  to  vrtiat  is  the 
correct  path. 

:x,nbcrs  of  all  other  political  parties,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
S?D  and  ?DP,  arc  to  be  found  pljcin:  thensclves  ovcnvhelriin£ly  in  the  canp 
of  those  opposed  to  atomic  v;eapons  and  in  favor  of  holding  a  popular 
refercndun  on  the  issue. 


-  8 


:.ii&a^ 


'""hether  this  "issue"  r.dll  be  stronp  enough  to  weaken  the  CDU/CSU, 

or  iThether  the  party  rail  "convert"  its  nenbers  is  a  natter  nhich  can  only 

be  studied  in  the  future, 

"In  your  opinion,  should 
our  Army  be  equipped  \lth 
atonic  rreaoons  or  not?" 


CDU/ 
SPD       CSU       FDP 
C2^)  (33b)-  (2I7T 

5        30      11 

93       ii8      02 

2        11:        7 

100^; 

other 
Parties 

IIo 
Partv 

T9?7 

IC 
70 
12 

No 
Opinion 

Yes 

IJo 

No  opinion 

21' 

76 

3 

(173) 

11 
60 
29 

"Please  tell  ne  rdth  vfhich 
statencnt  you  agree  the  nost" 


CDU/ 

Other 

Mo 

No 

SFD 

CSU 

U3 

FDP 
11 

Parties 

Party 

Opinion 

Accept 

17 

16 

15 

Refer endun 

77 

10 

7° 

59 

56 

5U 

Strike 

1? 

3 

7 

17 

K 

3 

I'o  opinion 

10^' 

11 

- 

•7 

21 

26 

9  - 


APPENDIX 
(Groupbreaks) 


"As  you  know,  America  has  had  atomic  weapons  for  some  time. 
Are  you  for  or  against  permitting  American  NATO  troops 
to  store  their  atomic  weapons  in  Germany?" 


Don't 

No.  of 

For 

Against 

care 

No  opinion 

cases 

West  Germany 

16^0 

65/. 

% 

l?/o..,10C^o 

927 

Sex: 

Men 

24 

65 

5 

6 

404 

Women 

11 

66 

7 

16 

525 

Education; 

Elementary  school 

15 

66 

7 

12 

775 

Secondary  school  v//o  diploma 

24 

60 

3 

15 

125 

Diploma/university 

17 

59 

5 

21 

29 

Income : 

Up  to  149  DM 

9 

61 

12 

18 

35 

150  to  249  M 

14 

66 

7 

15 

70 

250  to  599  ffl 

16 

62 

8 

14 

160 

400  to  499  CM 

16 

74 

4 

6 

170 

500  DI.I  ajid  more 

20 

67 

5 

8 

545 

No  answer 

11 

57 

9 

25 

149 

Socio-Econoinic  Status: 

Upper  middle  and  well-to-do 

28 

61 

3 

8 

119 

Lower  middle 

16 

65 

7 

12 

587 

poor 
Aget 

Up  to  24  years 

12 

66 

8 

14 

221 

24 

60 

8 

8 

125 

25  to  54  years 

15 

75 

6 

6 

162 

55  to  44  years 

16 

68 

6 

10 

175 

45  to  54  years 

15 

62 

9 

14 

218 

55  years  and  over 

15 

64 

4 

17 

247 

Party  Preference: 

SPD 

4 

91 

2 

5 

263 

CDU/CSU 

32 

48 

8 

12 

538 

FDP 

7 

82 

7 

4 

28 

Other  parties 

24 

62 

- 

14 

29 

No  party 

8 

68 

9 

15 

96 

No  opinion 

9 

55 

10 

26 

173 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

- 

40 

40 

20 

5 

Businessmei 

24 

54 

11 

11 

65 

V/hite-collar  workers 

27 

65 

4 

6 

160 

Skilled  laborers 

15 

75 

4 

10 

114 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

14 

71 

10 

5 

115 

Farmers;  farmhands 

29 

44 

7 

20 

59 

Housewives 

9 

67 

7 

17 

537 

Pensioners;   retired 

16 

65 

3 

16 

58 

Students;  apprentices 

58 

56 

6 

- 

16 

Orii-^in : 

Natives 

17 

65 

7 

13 

742 

Expellees;   refugees 

15 

70 

5 

10 

185 

Religion: 

Catholics 

18 

60 

8 

14 

412 

Protestants 

14 

70 

6 

10 

477 

Others 

58 

44 

6 

12 

16 

No  religion 

18 

64 

- 

18 

22 

(Cont'd  on 

next  page) 
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Don't 

No.    of 

For 

i'igainst 

care 

T.o  opi: 

nion 

cases 

City  Size; 

Up            to     1,999 

197^0 

5^^ 

^ 

14^0.. 

,10Ofc 

246 

2,000  to  19,999 

17 

62 

7 

14 

277 

20,000  to  99,999 

17 

70 

6 

7 

140 

100,000  and  over 

15 

75 

4 

10 

264 

Land: 

Schleswig/Holstein, 

Eainb^arg,    Erenen 

12 

76 

1 

11 

95 

Lower  Saxony- 

22 

5-1 

6 

18 

154 

North  Rhine/^/estphalia 

15 

69 

8 

10 

261 

Hesse 

26 

50 

10 

14 

72 

Rhineland/Palatinate 

10 

71 

12 

7 

68 

Baden/v/uerttemberg 

14 

67 

6 

15 

150 

Bavaria 

20 

6i 

5 

11 

169 

-  n 


'As  you  know,  there  is  much  discussion,  at  the  moment 
over  questions  of  atomic  energy. 
In  your  opinion,  should  our  Army  be  equipped  with 
atomic  weapons  or  not?" 


Yes, 

No, 

should  be 

should  not 

equipped 

be  equipped 

with  atomic 

with  atomic 

No.  of 

weapons 

weapons 

No  opinion 

cases 

7;est  Germany 

20/0 

6-^0 

15/o...lOC^o 

927 

Sex: 

Men 

28 

65 

7 

404 

Women 

15 

69 

16 

523 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

18 

69 

13 

773 

Secondary  school  w/o  diploma    37 

51 

12 

125 

Diploma/university 

24 

62 

14 

29 

Income: 

Up  to  149  DM 

9 

64 

27 

53 

150  to  249  DM 

17 

72 

11 

70 

250  to  599  DM 

16 

72 

12 

160 

400  to  499  DM 

20 

71 

9 

170 

500  M  and  more 

27 

64 

9 

345 

No  answer 

15 

63 

22 

149 

Socio-Econonic  Status: 

Upper  middle  and  well-to-do 

36 

56 

8 

119 

Lower  middle 

20 

6? 

13 

587 

Poor 

14 

72 

14 

221 

A^e: 

Up  to  24  years 

26 

67 

7 

125 

25  to  34  years 

15 

76 

9 

162 

35  to  44  years 

24 

65 

11 

175 

45  to  54  years 

23 

62 

15 

218 

55  years  and  over 

16 

68 

16 

247 

Party  Preference: 

SPD 

5 

93 

2 

263 

CDU/CSU 

38 

48 

14 

338 

FDP 

11 

82 

7 

28 

Other  parties 

21 

76 

5 

29 

No  party 

18 

70 

12 

96 

No  opinion 

11 

60 

29 

173 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

20 

40 

40 

5 

Businessnen 

30 

59 

11 

63 

V/hite-collar  workers 

34 

59 

7 

160 

Skilled  laborers 

16 

76 

8 

114 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

17 

75 

8 

115 

Farmers;  farmhands 

27 

51 

22 

59 

Housewives 

14 

69 

17 

357 

Pensioners;  retired 

12 

74 

14 

58 

Students;  apprentices 

31 

69 

- 

16 

Ori.?in: 

Natives 

19 

67 

14 

742 

Expellees;  refugees 

24 

68 

8 

185 

Religion: 

Catholics 

21 

63 

16 

412 

Protestants 

19 

72 

9 

477 

Others 

25 

56 

19 

16 

No  religion 

32 

59 

9 

22 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 


City  Size; 
Up     to  1,999 
2,000  to  19,999 
20,000  to  99,999 
100,000  and  over 
Land; 

Schleswig/Holstein, 

Hamburg,  Bremen 
Lower  Saxony- 
North  Rhine/Westphalia 
Hesse 

Rhineland/Palatinate 
Baden/v/uerttemberg 
Bavaria 


Yes, 

No 

should  he 

should  not 

equipped 

be 

equipped 

with  atomic 

with  atomic 

No.  of 

vreapons 

weapons 

No  opinion 
l6/o. . .  10(^0 

cases 

i7/» 

246 

24 

64 

12 

277 

21 

68 

11 

140 

20 

70 

10 

264 

16 

74 

10 

93 

25 

59 

16 

134 

19 

70 

11 

261 

26 

63 

11 

72 

12 

78 

10 

68 

20 

67 

13 

150 

22 

64 

14 

169 

-  13  - 


'During  the  debate  over  atomic  armaments  for  the  Army, 
the  following  opinions  were  voiced i  (CARD) 
Please  tell  me  with  which  statement  you  agree  the  most. 


On  such  a 

vital 

issue 

If  all 

The 

Bundestag, 

as  equip- 

other meana 

which  is 

ping 

the 

fail  to  pre- 

elec 

ted  by 

Army 

with 

vent  the 

the 

people  has 

atomi 

c  weap- 

planned  ato- 

decided to 

ons, 

the 

mic  armament 

equip  the  Army  peopl 

,e  should 

of  the  Army, 

with  atomic 

definitely 

a  general 

weapons  j  we 

have 

the  right 

strike 

must 

;  accept 

to  state 

should 

No 

No.  of 

this 

1  decision 

their 

•  opinion 

be  called 

opinion 

cases 

West  Germany 

22fc 

5&/0 

Tfo 

15-/o.,.100^» 

927 

Sex: 

Men 

29 

58 

8 

5 

404 

Women 

17 

57 

7 

19 

525 

Education: 

Elenentary  school 

20 

58 

8 

14 

773 

Secondary  school  w 

/o 

diploma 

56 

54 

6 

4 

125 

Di  pi oma/uni ve  r s  i  ty 

35 

48 

3 

14 

29 

Income ; 

Up  to  149  DM 

6 

61 

15 

18 

35 

150  to  249  DM 

19 

52 

10 

19 

70 

250  to  599  DM 

19 

62 

6 

13 

160 

400  to  499  DM 

17 

65 

9 

9 

170 

500  DL!  and  acre 

29 

56 

7 

8 

345 

No  answer 

21 

49 

6 

24 

149 

Socio-Econoinic  Status: 

Upper  middle  and 

well-to-do 

57 

55 

2 

8 

119 

Lower  middle 

22 

58 

8 

12 

587 

Poor 

15 

59 

10 

16 

221 

A^: 

Up  to  24  years 

27 

62 

5 

8 

125 

25  to  54  years 

17 

62 

12 

.  9 

162 

55  to  44  years 

25 

56 

5 

14 

175 

45  to  54  years 

25 

57 

6 

14 

218 

55  years  and  over 

20 

54 

10 

16 

247 

Party  Preference! 

SPD 

4 

77 

15 

4 

263 

CDU/CSU 

43 

43 

3 

11 

358 

FDP 

14 

79 

7 

- 

28 

Other  parties 

17 

59 

17 

7 

29 

No  party 

16 

58 

5 

21 

96 

No  opinion 

15 

54 

3 

28 

175 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

60 

20 

20 

- 

5 

Businessmen 

50 

59 

3 

8 

65 

V/hite-collar  workers 

57 

51 

8 

4 

160 

Skilled  laborers 

15 

71 

8 

8 

114 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

19 

62 

9 

10 

115 

Farmers;  farmhands 

57 

38 

5 

20 

59 

Housewives 

16 

58 

7 

19 

357 

Pensioners;  retired 

12 

59 

12 

17 

58 

Students;  apprentices 

51 

63 

- 

6 

16 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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On  such  a 

vital  issue 

If  all 

The 

Bundestag, 

as  equip- 

other means 

which  is 

ping 

the 

fail  to  pre- 

elected by 

Army 

with 

vent  the 

the 

people  has 

atomi 

.c  weap- 

planned  ato- 

doci 

ded  to 

ons, 

the 

mic  armament 

eq.uip  the  Army  peopl 

.e  should 

of  the  Army, 

with 

atomic 

definitely 

a  general 

weapons  j  we 

have 

the  right 

strike 

must 

accept 

to  state 

should 

No 

No.  of 

this 

decision 

theii 

'  opinion 

be  called 

opinion 

cases 

Origin  s 

Natives 

2^1o 

^li 

7/o 

14^o..,10CF/o 

742 

Expellees;   refugees 

22 

60 

•  10 

8 

165 

Religions 

Catholics 

24 

52 

8 

16 

412 

Protestants 

21 

62 

7 

10 

477 

Others 

31 

44 

6 

19 

16 

No  religion 

18 

50 

18 

14 

22 

City  Size; 

Up     to  1,999 

21 

56 

7 

16 

246 

2,000  to  19,999 

25 

56 

8 

13 

277 

20,000  to  99,999 

24 

56 

10 

10 

140 

100,000  and  over 

22 

61 

6 

11 

264 

Land; 

Schleswig/Holstein, 

Hamburg ,  Bremen 

17 

68 

6 

9 

93 

Lower  Saxony 

28 

52 

7 

13 

134 

North  Rhine/\7estphalia 

22 

57 

7 

14 

261 

Hesse 

35 

49 

7 

11 

72 

Rhine land/Palatinate 

10 

58 

16 

16 

68 

Baden/.^uerttemherg 

20 

61 

5 

14 

130 

Bavaria 

23 

5£ 

8 

11 

169 

-15- 
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'At  the  moment,  the  Bundestag  and  the  Landtags  a»e  consider- 
ing whether  the  people  should  be  asked  in  a  kind  of 
referendum  for  their  opinion  on  equippin,^  the  Army  with 
atomic  weapons.   In  case  such  referendum  were  held,  would 
you  vote  or  would  you  stay  home?" 


Vi'ould 

ITo,  of 

Would  vote 
76/0 

stay  home 

No  opinion 
9)^0. .  .lOOf. 

cases 

West  Germany 

927 

Sex; 

Men 

80 

15 

5 

404 

Women 

73 

15 

12 

523 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

77 

14 

9 

773 

Secondary  school  w/o  diploma       76 

19 

5 

125 

Diploma/university 

69 

17 

14 

29 

Income: 

Up   to  149  DM 

76 

15 

9 

53 

150  to  249  DM 

74 

17 

9 

70 

250  to  399  DM 

76 

18 

6 

160 

400  to  499  -DM 

80 

12 

6 

170 

500  DM  and  more 

79 

15 

6 

345 

No  answer 

67 

14 

19 

149 

Socio-Economic  Status: 

Upper  middle  and  well-to-do        77 

18 

5 

119 

Lower  middle 

76 

15 

9 

587 

Poor 
Age: 

Up  to  24  years 

75 

15 

10 

221 

73 

19 

8 

125 

25  to  34  years 

83 

12 

5 

162 

55  to  44  years 

76 

15 

9 

175 

45  to  54  years 

74 

15 

11 

218 

55  years  and  over 

76 

15 

9 

247 

Party  Preference: 

SPD 

95 

6 

1 

263 

CDU/CSU 

69 

22 

9 

538 

FDP 

62 

18 

- 

28 

Other  parties 

83 

10 

7 

29 

No  party 

71 

19 

10 

96 

No  opinion 

66 

14 

20 

173 

Occupation: 

eb 

Professionals 

40 

- 

5 

Businessmen 

69 

21 

10 

65 

White-collar  workers 

73 

21 

6 

160 

Skilled  laborers 

66 

8 

6 

114 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

82 

13 

5 

115 

Farmers;  farmhands 

78 

14 

8 

59 

Housewives 

73 

15 

12 

357 

Pensioners;  retired 

80 

10 

10 

58 

Students;  apprentices 

75 

19 

6 

16 

Origin: 

Natives 

77 

14 

9 

742 

Expellees;  refugees 

78 

17 

5 

18  5 

Religion: 

Catholics 

73 

16 

11 

412 

Protestants 

80 

15 

7 

477 

Others 

56 

38 

6 

16 

No  religion 

81 

(Cont'd  on  next 

14 
page)- 

5 

22 

16  - 


(Cont'd   from   preceding   page) 


Wsuld 

No.  of 

Would  vote 

stay  home 

IJo  opinicin 

cases 

City  Size: 

Hp      to  1,999 

79/o 

11>^ 

10^. 

.  .lOC^o 

246 

2,000  to  19,999 

77 

13 

10 

277 

20,000  to  99,999 

76 

19 

5 

140 

100,000  and  over 

74 

18 

8 

264 

Land: 

Schleswig/Hol stein. 

Hamburg,  Bremen 

60 

12 

8 

93 

Lower  Saxony 

75 

13 

14 

134 

North  Rhine /Westphalia 

74 

17 

9 

261 

Hesse 

75 

17 

8 

72 

Rhineland/palatinate 

84 

12 

4 

68 

Baden/Wuerttemberg 

77 

17 

6 

130 

Bavaria 

77 

15 

8 

169 
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"At  the  moment,  the  Bundestag  and  the  Landtags  are  consider- 
ing whether  the  people  should  he  asked  in  a  kind  of  referendum 
for  their  opinion  on  equipping  the  Army  with  atomic  weapons. 
In  case 'such  referendum  were  held,  would  you  vote  or  would  you 
stay  home?" 

IF  "Would  vote"  or  ".No  opinion"; 

"Would  you  vote  for  or  against  equippdng  the  Army  with  atomic 
weapons?" 

Would 


For 

Against 

cast  an 

atomic 

atomic 

invalid 

No 

Not 

No.  of 

armament 
155^0 

armament 

ballot 

opinion 

llio 

asked 
15^..  ..10 

cases 

West  Germany 

Ofo       927 

Sex: 

Men 

18 

59 

1 

T 

15 

404 

Y/omen 

10 

61 

1 

13 

15 

525 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

12 

63 

1 

10 

14 

775 

Secondary  school  w/o  dipl 

oma  22 

47 

2 

10 

19 

125 

Diploma/university 

14 

52 

- 

17 

17 

29 

Income : 

Up  to  149  DM 

6 

67 

- 

12 

15 

35 

150  to  249  DM 

11 

59 

- 

13 

17 

70 

250  to  599  DM 

9 

65 

1 

7 

18 

160 

400  to  499  DM 

11 

65 

2 

10 

12 

170 

500  DM  and  more 

18 

59 

* 

8 

15 

345 

No  answer 

15 

52 

2 

19 

14 

149 

Socio-Economic  Status; 

Upper  middle  and  well-to- 

do   21 

53 

- 

8 

18 

119 

Lower  middle 

13 

61 

1 

10 

15 

587 

Poor 

10 

61 

1 

13 

15 

221 

Age: 

Up  to  24  years 

21 

49 

1 

10 

19 

125 

25  to  54  years 

11 

70 

- 

7 

12 

162 

55  to  44  years 

14 

61 

1 

9 

15 

175 

45  to  54  years 

16 

55 

2 

12 

15 

218 

55  years  and  over 

9 

62 

1 

13 

15 

247 

Party  Preference : 

SPD 

4 

88 

* 

2 

6 

265 

CDU/CSU 

26 

40 

1 

11 

22 

338 

FDP 

4 

74 

- 

4 

18 

28 

Other  parties 

14 

63 

3 

10 

10 

29 

No  party 

8 

61 

12 

19 

96 

No  opinion 

7 

53 

2 

24 

14 

173 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

20 

20 

20 

_ 

40 

5 

Businessmen 

17 

44 

2 

16 

21 

63 

White-collar  workers 

20 

52 

1 

6 

21 

160 

Skilled  laborers 

13 

72 

1 

6 

8 

114 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

13 

64 

» 

10 

13 

115 

Farmers;  farmhands 

20 

52 

. 

14 

14 

59 

Housewives 

9 

62 

1 

15 

15 

337 

Pensioners;  retired 

7 

68 

3 

12 

10 

58 

Students;  apprentices 

25 

44 

12 

19 

16 

•"•  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

(Cont'd  on  next 
-  18  - 


(Cont'd  from  precsdinK  pa^^e) 


Would 
For     Against  cast  an 
atomic   atomic   invalid  No      Not 
armament  armament  ballot  opinion  asked 


Origin : 
Natives 

\% 

6l/o 

l/o 

ll/o 

14/0...  1009^0   742 

Expellees;  refugees 

15 

58 

1 

9 

17 

163 

Religion: 

Catholics 

15 

55 

1 

13 

16 

412 

Protestants 

12 

65 

1 

q 

15 

477 

Others 

12 

44 

, 

6 

58 

16 

Wo  religion 

9 

67 

5 

5 

14 

22 

City  Size: 

Up      to  1,999 

14 

60 

* 

15 

U 

546 

2,000  to  19,999 

17 

57 

1 

12 

15 

277 

20,000  to  99,999  , 

12 

61 

5 

5 

19 

140 

100,000  and  over 

11 

65 

* 

8 

18 

264 

Land: 

Schleswig/Hol stein. 

Hamburg,  Bremen 

10 

66 

5 

9 

12 

-^J 

Lower  Saxony 

19 

52 

. 

16 

15 

154 

North  Rhine/v/estphalia 

8 

64 

. 

11 

17 

261 

Hesse 

IQ 

57 

_ 

7 

17 

72 

Rhineland/Palatinate 

10 

71 

1 

6 

12 

68 

Baden/Wuerttemberg 

15 

55 

2 

H 

17 

150 

Bavaria 

16 

57 

2 

10 

15 

169 

Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 
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